INVITATION TO THE WEBINAR:

NAVIGATING MENA COMPLEXITY: ASTRATEGIC
DIALOGUE ON SOVEREIGN ALTERNATIVES AND
DONOR ALIGNMENT

This webinar is designed to navigate the shifting geopolitical, financial, and social landscapes of the
MENA region. Through a hybrid interactive format, participants will analyse future trajectories, diagnose
institutional vulnerabilities, and evaluate the practical application of traditional Waqgf and Islamic social
finance as sovereign alternatives to international donor cycles. The objective is to anchor regional
commitments and formulate actionable strategies for long-term institutional resilience.

This session is intended for local civil society networks, humanitarian practitioners, NGO leaders,
academic researchers, policymakers, donors, and philanthropic organisations operating in or focused on
the MENA region.

Interpretation available in:
English, Arabic and Turkish

Register with this link:
‘ https://usO6web.zoom.us/meeting/register/

usAErgFnSe-7CJgFEhS5Ilkw

29 SEPT 2026

1MTAM-12:30PM
Istanbul Time

Convened by . d o

NEAR

near.ngo
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Webinar Panellists

Wejdan Jarrah Dr. Elsadig Elfaqih

Dr Elsadig Elfagih is a prominent
Sudanese intellectual, writer,
academic, politician, and diplomat
whose extensive body of work
focuses on cultural policy, intellectual
history, Arab-African relations, and
the structural dynamics of state and
society in Sudan and other Arab and
African countries.

Intellectual Contributions and Core
Themes:

e Cultural Policy and Governance:
His research and analytical
writings deeply engage with the
historical evolution of cultural
policies, identity formation, and
institutional development within
the Sudanese public sphere.

e Diplomacy and International
Relations: Bridging the worlds of
theory and practice, he has
written widely on diplomatic
history, regional geopolitics in the
Middle East and Africa, especially
the Horn of Africa, and the
intersection of cultural diplomacy
with foreign policy.

 Intellectual Discourse and
Modernity: As an active public
intellectual, he frequently
contributes to Arab, Sudanese
and international academic
journals and forums, addressing
the crises of political
modernisation, civil society
engagement, and intellectual
transformation in times of
transition.

Wejdan Jarrah is the Regional
Representative for the Middle
East and Africa at NEAR.

Dr. Mohammed
Alsousi

Dr Mohammed Alsousi is a Senior
Research Fellow at the Centre for
Conflict and Humanitarian
Studies (CHS).

He serves as Head of the
Humanitarian Action and Refugee
Studies Programme. He has
nearly two decades of
professional experience working
in conflict-affected settings, with
a focus on humanitarian action,
development, peacebuilding, and
post-war recovery. He holds a
PhD from the University of
Nottingham in the United
Kingdom, and he also serves as
Managing Editor of the Journal of
Peacebuilding & Development.

Mahmut Yesilyurt

Mahmut Yesilyurt is a Finance,
Fund Management and Investment
Projects Specialist,

Mahmut has over 16 years of
experience in finance and fund
management, specialising in
budget management, financial
planning, sustainable resource
development and investment
projects. A graduate of the Faculty
of Business Administration,
Yesilyurt has undertaken key roles
in financial management,
accounting processes, budget
planning and project development
throughout his career,
contributing significantly to
resource management and
strengthening financial structures,
particularly in humanitarian aid
projects. He currently serves as a
Trustee responsible for trust
(wagf) projects, conducting
studies on corporate growth,
financial sustainability and
strategic investment processes.

Ammar Al Nakeeb

Ammar Al Nakeeb is Director of
Programmes and Innovation at
the Asfari Foundation, where he
leads programmes that
strengthen civil society, empower
young people and foster
innovative philanthropic
partnerships across the MENA
region and its diaspora. He
oversees a portfolio of grant-
making, capacity-strengthening
and community-resilience
initiatives, while representing the
Foundation in high-level donor,
policy and civil society forums.

Ammar brings nearly two
decades of experience in
humanitarian response,
stabilisation and development
programming. His previous work
spans frontline coordination in
Syria, initiatives addressing
violent extremism in Europe, and
cultural recovery projects in
London and Brussels. He has also
produced and supported
exhibitions and campaigns that
amplify the voices of conflict-
affected communities.
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